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" WAR CAMP LOOT

$_72,000,{}00 Graft in 16
Cantonments -Alone,
: Say Experts.

XO

ACTIONS STARTED

. House Resolution Ignored

* for Six Months by the
Attorney-General.

GOETHALS BARED PLOTS

Cost Plus System, Used to
Mulet Large Sums From
Tuxpayers.

Special Despateh fo Tnem New Yome Tmen,
. New York Herald Buresu, |
Washington, ). C,, Oct, 30, |

Although six months have passed
since the House of Representatives, by
a vote of 297 to 4, adopted a resolu-
tion ecalling on the Attorney-General
10 imstitutae criminal and civil pro-
ceadings agalnst those gullty of de-
frauding the Government in the con-
structlon of army camps and canton-
ments, no steps have been taken by
Mr. Palmer to do =o, and further ac-
tlen probably will be taken by Con-
gress next session, according to mem-
bers hore.

While the cost plus system of con-
struction approved by Secretury of
War Baker ngninst the advice of Gen.
Goethals not only permitted but en-
couraged a tremendous amount of
waste which might technleally come
within the law, according to Repre-
sentative McCulloch of Ohlo, n mem-
ber of the committee that investicated
this phuase of war expenditures, the
tostimony  disclosed many euses of
theft, fraud and individuat guilt de-
manding the attention of the Depart-
ment of Justice,

On the sixtesn cantonments alons, not
to mentlon the large number of other |
camps bullt, the taxpayers of the coun-
try were bilked of about $72.000,000, |
representing the  difference  betveen
actual cost as determined by the War |
Departinent records and the propar cost
&8 estimated for the committes by A con- |
tractor of wide experience and flnan-
cinl abllity. This contractor, at the re-
quest of the commities, made & survey
and estimates of the cost of Camp
Grant, Hockford, I1l. He was drected |
to estlmate as nearly as posaible upon |
conditions as they existed at the time
the eantonment was bullt.

After careful study he placed the cost |

nt $0,116.544, wherear the actoal ex-
penditure  of the Government was
214,689,620, a difference of $5,570,076.
The actual cost of the sixteen canton-
ments wns $206,632,020. The lo#s on
Camp CGrant was taken as typleal and
the total proper cost of all the canton- |
wents ostlm‘lted from it at not to ex-
ceed $125,101,99

Figures on 16 Big Cantonments.

The following table gives In the near-
est oven milllon of dollars the actual |
cost, the estimated proper cost under the
bld system and the loas thus arrlved at |
for ench of the sixteen great cantons
menta,

Actunl I‘rmrrr
f‘nnlonmnm ot ru T.ms,
Camn nmmmnninmrmmrwnm
Camp '\1-: oo 1H,000 000 11,000 000 7 070 000
Camp Upton. 15 000, 6,000,000 8,000,000
Camp Grant. 140600, D LD TN RRECINT
Camp Pliee,, . L5 000,000 8,000 000 5 000, (00
; ; B,000,000 5,000,000

R,000,000 5,000,000

B, 000,000 5,000,000

1 A0 T000, 000 5000 (00

Camp Devens 12,000,000 7,000,000 5,000,000

Camp  Funs-

ton ........ 11000000 7.000 000 4,000,000

Camp Gordon 11,000,000 5000 050 4,060,000

Camp ge. 10,000 000 6 000,006 4,000,000

Camp Lewls, 0.000,000 5,000,000 4,000, 000
Camp Taylor. S.000,000 5,000,000 5 000,000

Catap Travis 5,000,000 0,000,000 2,008,000 |

When the many camps built are taken
into con=lderation with the cantonments
the total construction costs run to a
much higher figure, This total s estl-
mated at £1,200,000,000 by Representa |
tive Graham, chairman of the investi-
gating committee, who says rrom 40 to
0 per cent. of the money wns wnsted
on aceount largely of the cost plus nyn-
tem, which, he charges, not only in-
cronsad costs, but demoralized labtor, de-
layed completion of enmps and sub-
Jooted moldlers to comditlons that in-
dueed disense and death,

Gioethnls Detnlls System's Evile,

*The cost plus aystem leads to great
sxtravagance,” rald Gen. Goethals, testi-
fying before the commlittee. “The con-
tractor l& not Interested In what It s
going to cost the Government. He s
moing to get his 10 per cent. anyhow,
and the fact of the matter la hi2 roturn
being based on a percentage of the cost
~—the more he pays for labor and mate-
rial the greater s his roturn,
no incentive to economize, The Govern-
ment takes all the risks and the con-
tractor takes none.

Gen. Goethals advieed employment of

sonstructlon englneers, with authority |
to soloct competent men and to draft |
them into the sgervies ar o quicker and |

better way to get the cantontments bullt,
and opposed the employment of con-
tractors In any clroumstances: but his
pdvice was not followed. Gen. Littell,
ehlef of the cantonment division, also
opposed the cost plus system at the time |
4t was adopted, but, aceording to his
testimony, finally bowed to “superior
Judagment.””

Tnder the cost plus eystem the con-
tractors went on the jobh entitled to n
fer which ranged on a sliding sonle
from 10 to 6 per cent,
win #0 drawn that “the contractar, In
fact, wan required to glve only his per-
potinl mervices for the fees recetved. As

Thera In |

and the contract |

possible time was also attacked in tosti-

"wur taken by the investigating com-

‘auttee, the majority of the members of
'Irhlnla concluded that the cost plus sys-

tem meant a delay of at least 60 per
| cent. in time of construction.

According to the report made to Con-
gress by the commitlee construction
work was not sturted until June 2:.’. il
though war was declared April 7, and |
was not completed esor h ing 4,000
men until December 1. If the Goethals !
plan had been adopted work conld have
been storted much earlier, the organiza-
tlon of the Hngineers Corps being ready
for Immediate operations, as Wis tes-
titled by high ranking officers. The
latter could have accomplished the task,
according to testimony, by August 10 at |
half the cost |

Testimaony showed also that the Gow-
erment's supervision of the constructlon
work waas in many Instances !-lzh:}'
superficlal and that tn at least one case
an employee of p contractor was pra—!
posed for a cominission by his firm, the |
=ame given him by the War Dapart- |
ment, and he was aossigned to Ill‘.lper-!
viglon of the comstruction of the can- |
tonment which his former emplover was |
building. He afterward refurned to his
former employer witl, the contracting
firm.

Some Instances are citsd from the |
riot of white that wps sworn to. At|
Camp Sherman lumber was burned in |
such quantities that the men who |
burned it were compelled to liv off fre- |
~uently for the reagon that the flres |

|

got so hot they were afrald of hurning
down the cantonment., Of 50,000 000 feet
of lumber used at that camp the testl-

.x" AND'PORK PRICES “Selllng  prices of carcass  beef | pork shoulders declimed about 10 per | MOTHER-IN-LAW'’S PIPE any rate, he was positive in his asser- m., H‘:Mr ‘”'!:m 0:“ I.u.;; “
throughout the dountry showed an uv-| cent. and smoked hams ond standard » tlong that it must have been smoked 1 and empbatie, but Inciod
bECHNED IN mo"'n ernge decline of approximately 13 per | bacon fell slightly less than 10 per Gor ON RUBLE s NERVES for many years. He complalned to the :o:;m:n:bont going away.
by - 4 . " '
cent. at the end of October, as com- | cenp”™ | She comp’m That He :‘cul.lrr. that the odor of it drives hlal “She dofled me, Ju‘m h.‘."d.cl:nre&
i " elt g s odgers away vshe defled me to put her ou
American Meat Packers Issue pared with the first week in Beptem- . gl i His mother-in-law, Ruble explained.| A few 4avE ey
Statement. | ber,” =zald the statement. “Frosh pork o SRR T & OO | . yes. came to viait him and his wife about ! powited her plpe and other belonging.
| declined heavily., In the domestlc trade | Sgecial Drapateh to T Nzw Yomx “wm_| two yenrs ago. She Is Mrs Rodle A | on the sidewalk beside har. Mrs. Wil-
WAsHINGTON, Oct. 31. — Wholesale | ffom October 2 Lo October 26 the whole- !L;rr:'muuu, e I o H-T'F?Aul' Ot 21.—John Ruble's \‘\‘illium:.” VEROL S0 caine It WAS Wi : A c"‘m"l;h.d "h':;l::’ -
: z . . trade in cotton with Germany and Amer- " (i : | derstood that she was to stay for two | blacked in the course unpieasii:
pricen of beef and pork ‘declined sub- | sale prices of lght pork loins, ‘.,h“m fea n cotton fx["h‘nngt which will controy | PPther-in-law smoles n pipe. Aecord- | weeks. Tha weeks becnme months nesn wnd caused Ruble's arrest on
stantinlly during October, according to | come pork chops, doclined dbout 21 per | : sl 3 3 z ing to the story told by Ruble in the | told the Judge, and still sho stay | charge of assault. He denled the
a statement issued to-night by the ln-i cent, | & atorage capacity up to 100,000 bales, | 1o tourt to-dny, he i convinced that | smoked. A few months s sault and the case mpn‘l over for
stitute of American Meat Packers. | "Between October 2 and October 26 | bas been opened here. the pipe must be a family heirloom; at | ensually inguired of his mot week.
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ronduct oo fl etidal Log beiow t'm- attor

mony was that at)lenst 12,500,000 feet |
wers wasted,

At Camp Mends, Col. Oury testifled
that he employed hls entire regiment of
3.000 men & week In carrying the waste
‘umber off tha drill ground. At Camp
Sherman, roofing material was piled like
wardwood out in the sun and two-thirda |
hecame absolutely useless for the rewson
that It could not be unrolled. Tons of
nalls were hauled to the river and canal |
and t.hmvm AWDY, I

Mnany Useleas Vehicles.

Automobips wore hired by the day, in-
wolced nt less than %400, for which the
Government pald more than $800 each
as rentul, The testimony showed 70
trucks and 450 tenms on the payroll at
Camp Sherman with no tse tor 250 of
{the teams. TPart of the time the exoess |
tenma were kept hidden awny In the
gravel plt, or ordered to drive around
the eamp to make It nppear they were
being used,

When work started upon the camps
there was an effort to get Just as meny
men aa possible on the payrolla and
wiges were fixed with little regard to
the workmen's exparience or abllity., It
was testifled that out of gangs of twen- |
ty-five to thirty men druwing woges as !
journeymen earpenters therp would not
b over three or four men who had ever
worked at that trade.

One witneas testified that he had seen
plumbers spend half a dany building a
sunshade under which to fix = jolat
that it would have taken two of them
| half an bour to put in, and another sald
thay he had seen three men have hold
| of an ordinary two foot eight inch door |
| to put it on the hinges. In fact so many |
| men were on all jobs they were In one |
| another's wony |
|  Representative MeCulloch says a care-
| ful wnnlyels of the testimony shows that |
work In n)l branches could have been |
done in less than half the time had the
| Government secursd a day's work for |
|a day's wage and had the workmen
| been class!fled nccording to thelr effi- |
| elency ; that It was a common thing for
|men to check in In the morning and |
|leave a job, cominz bnck at night to|
check out, and recelving a full day's |

" | pay,

The finding of the Investigating com- |
mittes was that the demoralizatlon of |
Inhor resultad from the general knowl-
| nden nmone the worlmen that the con-
| tract was on a cost plus percentacs
"hasly impresafon and tne common talk
| prevalling thet the more spent nnd the
[Torger the work lseted the better I
| sulted the contractors who hired them.
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| OF SOFT COAL IN WEEK

| Year’s Record Still 8 500,000
l Tons Below 1917.

|
| s EEma |
| WasmHiNaToN, Oct, 31 —S8aft coal pro- ‘

|

| duction has exceeded 12.000.000 tons for
the third weck in successlon, as shown
hy reports eomplled by the United States
Goologleal SBurvey. Eatimates made ppb-
He to-day placed the outpt for the woek
ended October 23 nt 12,146,000 net tons. |
while loadings on Mondny, Tuesdny and |
Wednesday of lnst week Incrensed over
| the rorresponding days of the previoue |
‘wisok. The year's record, howoever, la|
| still about 8,600,000 tons behind 1917. |
Dumaings at tidewater resched 1.375.-
| 000 neot tons for the weelt ended Oclober |

24, Exports amounted to 664,000 tons
| Tonnage supplied to bunker coal in-
oreased te 250000 tons, attributable to !
Inerensed demnnd colncldent with the |

| British coal strike. |
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many subcontractors as deslred could be |

put on the work.
The reéxult wan, according to members

of the committes, that a contractor with- |

out assuming any flnancinl responeibil- |

ity whatever was In a position to make
n maximum fee of 2250,000 eavering a
perfod of a fow monthe for mers supor-

+iglon and the furnishing of a skeleton |

wrganigation, for which the Govéernment |

pald.  Meantlme some of the greatest
engineers In the country sat at Washing-
ten with Ittle to do. “

The omergency construction commit.
ae's confentlon that the Cdovernment
was not In position to undertake the
work in denled by Cen, Goethals, Gen.
gk and Col. Bherrill of the Faginearn

Marps of the nrmy, who say the Govern- |
ment had cvery facliity for ecarrying on |

tha work In the most economleal and
sxpeditions way.
a main contention of the eomaor-
~aney construction committes that the
m'“lr’lopted was nocessary to got ashl. |
tare

troaps constructed In the shortest !
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HAosan fen't & bit
lilew other women;
how entertaining
the world would

The BOOK
OF SUSAN
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hy
-aramorelikeher Loe Wilson Dodd
r PRICE 82.00—at all Booksellers

['| EP.Dutton & Co. 681 Fifth Ave

ORLD“ IDE  reputations
have been made upon a
single, delicious dish. In acquir-
ing The Annex, formerly the
Martinique, Hotel McAlpin pre-
| fers to establish its reputation
““2 ppon the cuisine as a whole.

Under  the
Frank E

direction of L. M. Boomer
Ja‘e, Rerident Meanager.

_. 32% to JDw Street ana Broadwaoy
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.!‘hm Decorations

Help--In One Hour!

Disabled Ex-Service Men Declared Eligible for
Government Compensation in Sixty Minutes.

NCEASING efforts are being rnadr- by
the Federal Board for Vocational Educa-
tion to locate the ten- thousand sick, injured
and disabled ex-service men in Greater New
Yark, many of whom are not aware that the
Government will furnish them medical care.
training and placement in suitable positions, |
absolutely free of charge. The publicis asked
and urged to help in getting this information
direct to the men who need it.

will
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be an interesting e: [ Sheffleld Fam
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The Traveling Squad of the Federal Board last |
week at the Eighth Coast Defense Armory, Kings- |
bridge Road and Jerome Avenue, Bronx, was en-  |#
couraged by the results of the clean-up campaign.
Cases of 125 applicants out of the listed 1,200 dis-
abled ex-service men in The Bronx alone have al-
ready been passed upon. This week, Nov. | to 6, the

(-.-_,_n..'Dwnam:g:».'u.;)u\,

|
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|
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squad will meet applicants at the Twenty-second En- 3 Ay ayorl L 2410 Gt Sneer NY
gineer Armory, Fort Washington Avenue and 168th  |§_ = _:inl‘_ T l]‘m_u,u‘_’__s_]_}‘]fwfzr | rrg unchont Wi et ol JI}
Street. | B AT || o e
. The most important development of the campaign (] . [ 7=
is that the Government officials came in contact with | T 5 ‘ ' ’ Z&mplerl BI‘OS

heard of the Federal Board. The personnel of the
Traveling Squad numbers approximately fifteen, ex-
clusive of physicians and eligibility officers. No man | |
will be held up by red tape. o

Members of the squad are present at the Armory
from 9 A. M. to 9 P. M., daily, so that men who work

men, greatly in need of assistance, who had never l
|
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; ‘ 17 Cornelia. St, New York

i || A Lumber Yard just off Brocdway

WRIGHT LUMBER CO

during the day may present their claims. 140-152 W, 38% St.
Men eligible for vocational training will immediately
; i ’ 1so Sash, Doors, Moulding Ete.
be placed in the hands of the training department, who — | A e e
will place them in a school, or on a job. The three = =i}

kinds of training are:
T'raining on a job with a good firm. !

Training in a trade school, a commercial,
agricullural, or professional school.
Training in an evening scheol, or by cor-
respondence cotrses.

|| 461 E
| 216 Wilharn St

Loss -Dansage ~Delay

Send Tour
Clairms co the

whth Asesl

| 350 Broacovasy

Training of the first and second classes may be awarded with
a maintenance allowance of $80 to $170 per month, if examina- |
tion proves that the man has a disability preventing his return :
to pre-war vocation—and the disability is traceable to service. 1

If a man has, or is, receiving compensation from the War Risk [
Insurance Bureau, he is entitled to a course, at Government 5
expense, without maintenance pay. Men should bring their
discharge papers and any letters received from the Burcau of
War Risk Insurance regarding compensation with them

The Rotary Club of New York will assist any ex-service men
in securing justice and fair play from any of the Government
departments and will also assist them in securing jobs before
or after training if the Governmental officials fail to do so.

For general inform tion not known to ex-service men, or to | leLLI PS |

the public, Rotary Headquarters, Hotel McAlpin, Pennsylvania ! .
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has three advantages to offer

The AW proposition
—The AW plan of Advertising

The ability of its organization |
to create unusual advertising. il

| On Lady Lightning

F what use thata girl's

fingers fly over the type-
writer keys at lightning tempo, if
her every moment at the office is to
be hamg}c:'vd by summons to take
dictation?

Of what use, if, when she obeys the |
summons, she must sit a-droning
while her emplover searches for
ideas and convincing words to set 1
them in? !

|

|

The Dictaphone is Lady Lightning’s
first aid to raising her business value.
The amount of work she can get through
with The Dictaphone’s help opens her
employer’s eyes toher speed and efficiency
and paves the way to more direct evi
Cenc in the pay envelope,
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